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The Cleveland Museum of Art 


For release: Immediately Contact: Greg Donley, (216) 421-7340, ext. 263 

June 11, 1999 


SPECIAL SILENT FILM WITH LIVE MUSIC 
Dennis James Accompanies “ The Lost World ” 

Wednesday, June 23, 1999, 7:30 pm 

From the Jurassic age of cinema comes one of the all-time great dinosaur movies, 
beautifully restored and shown with live organ accompaniment by Dennis James. 


More than 70 years before Stephen Speilberg’s blockbuster Jurassic Park: The Lost World 
roamed the earth, special effects pioneer Willis O’Brien ( King Kong ) created dazzling dinosaurs for 
a 1925 silent film of The Lost World. On Wednesday, June 23 at 7:30 in Gartner Auditorium, 
the Cleveland Museum of Art screens O’Brien’s masterpiece of stop-motion animation in a 
special Silent Film Concert featuring the multitalented California-based organist Dennis 
James in his long-awaited return to the museum. Says film program coordinator John 
Ewing, “It has been a long time since either Dennis James or the dinosaurs have been here, so 
don’t miss this rare opportunity to see them together. It might be another 200 million years 
before they return.” The newly restored, color-tinted 35mm archive print comes from the 
George Eastman House in Rochester, NY. Admission is $10, $6 for CMA members and kids 
12 & under. 

It took 14 months to shoot the animated sequences in The Lost World— O’Brien moving 
each of the flexible dinosaur models about 960 times for each minute of film— but the effort 
paid off and cleared the way for his next movie, King Kong. Ever since, O’Brien has occu- 
pied a special place in movie history. Preceding the movie at 6:30 in the lecture hall, David 
Massaro, film collector and expert on Willis O’Brien and his movies, gives a free illustrated 
lecture on the colorful O’Brien and The Lost World. This special film program is part of the 
museum’s popular Summer Evenings program, offering a wide variety of events and activi- 
ties every Wednesday and Friday evening in June, July, and August. 

Pre-film Lecture 6:30 in the Lecture Hall. David Massaro gives a free illustrated lecture on Willis O'Brien and The Lost World. 
Silent Film Concert 7:30 in Gartner Auditorium. The Lost World ( USA, 1925, color-tinted b&w, silent, 100 min.) directed by 
Harry Hoyt, with Bessie Love, Wallace Beery, and Lewis Stone. California-based organist Dennis James accompanies Willis 
O'Brien's spectacular warmup to King Kong, a thrilling adventure featuring fully animated dinosaurs. From a book by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. Newly restored 35mm archive print from the George Eastman House. $6 CMA members, kids 12 & under, 

$10 others. 
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